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ABOUT US
Over 400,000 children each year are not able to live with their families as the
result of trauma due to abuse, neglect and abandonment. The needs of these
children are greater than public funding is able to provide. The Children's
Foundation of America identifies and accesses resources to support foster care,
adoption, residential treatment, mental health and community-based programs
of the highest quality, so that children in need or who have been the victims of
trauma, abuse, neglect or abandonment may lead healthy, productive lives.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

I

have worked with the Children’s Foundation of
America (CFA) since its inception in 2005. As the newly
announced CEO of the Foundation, I am thrilled to be
able to continue helping the organization build upon
the successes it has experienced since it opened its
doors. CFA was established to “Be the Difference” for
children in foster placement, but what exactly does that
mean? For the 55,000 children in California currently in
the foster care system, it can mean the difference:
• Between Home and Homelessness. CFA funds
transitional housing expenses for youth “aging out”
of foster care and helps families who need support
through the adoption process.
• Between Poverty and Prosperity. CFA helps provide
youth with resources for gainful employment and postsecondary education.
• Between Trauma and Triumph. CFA provides in-kind
goods, and access to opportunities commonly available
to their non-fostered peers.
The Children’s Foundation makes a difference in the
lives of individual children, according to their specific
needs and, additionally, strives to improve the lives of as
many children in out-of-home care as possible, through
holiday gifts and celebrations, planned activities and
shared experiences.
Each year, the Children’s Foundation seeks to fulfill its
mission of “Providing an opportunity for every person
to help children heal, learn and thrive” by expanding its
outreach, not only in the number of children helped,
but in the number of donors, sponsors, partners and
volunteers engaged in bringing happiness and hope to
children in need.
The Children’s Foundation of America is an entirely
volunteer-driven organization, with no paid staff
and minimal overhead. 93% of funds raised by
the Foundation directly benefit children served by
reputable, quality programs and agencies such as
Trinity Youth Services, A Greater Hope, House of Ruth
and Foothill Family Shelter.
2019 was a banner year. The Foundation, supported
by a record number of volunteers, was able to support
over 2,957 children through 24 unique organizations.
Five youth were awarded scholarships and four are
continuing their education with scholarship renewals.
The Foundation established some notable new

partnerships, while focusing on increased participation
from existing partners and re-engagement with
lapsed donors.
The Foundation’s core volunteer staff; Jenelle Phillips
(Director of Development), Gail Polk (Community
Outreach) and Paula Leal (Volunteer Coordinator) are
real-life superheroes, ensuring every detail and every
event of the past year were exemplary. The Annual
Trinity Classic Golf Tournament garnered $130K and
the Holiday Heroes campaign brought in $60,000 worth
of gifts for local children.
Something wonderful is always happening at the
Children’s Foundation. However, there is so much more
work to be done. If you have not done so already, please
consider partnering with the Foundation and help “Be
the Difference” in the lives of children who need it most.

“The smallest act of kindness is worth
more than the grandest intention.”
- Oscar Wilde

CHER OFSTEDAHL

Chief Executive Officer
Children's Foundation of America

AWARENESS

U

pland Junior High students raised $1,255 for the
Children’s Foundation of America through their
“Hallway of Healing” fundraiser. The fundraiser
is part of an annual English course curriculum. Students
are given writing assignments and a research project to
determine a cause they could all believe in and support.
This year, they chose “the human condition,” specifically
focusing on foster care.
Each year, the seventh grade class at Upland Junior
High vote on one nonprofit organization to support
through this annual fundraiser. The class selected the
Children’s Foundation of America after learning the
Foundation supports multiple agencies that directly
help children in foster care. By choosing the Children’s
Foundation of America, the students knew they were
making a wider reach of impact.
The students worked together with their teachers to
organize the “Hallway of Healing” project culminating
in a presentation to the community. Guests were
welcomed to the school to walk the hallways filled with
student illustrations and poems as well as facts about
foster care and the Foundation. A couple of students
sang and played instruments, some wrote and recited
poems, and others gave presentations on foster care
and the Foundation. A couple of children even shared
their own personal foster and adoption stories.
Additionally, students sold bake sale items, 3D printer
art and handmade bookmarks to sell for donations.
The students also participated in our Back-to-School
Drive collecting brand new school supplies, backpacks
and snacks for foster youth.

T

he Children's Foundation teamed up with
Trinity Youth Services to raise awareness for
foster care and encouraging those interested
in becoming resource parents. Riverside Center
for Spiritual Living hosted our "Family Fun Day,"
Old School 104.7 provided the music, Chick-Fil-A
provided food and our volunteers conducted face
painting. Trinity Youth Services held an inspiring and
informative round table for participants.

Our Success in 2019

93% 2,957 252 6,592

Of funds raised directly
benefit children

Children
Supported

Individual
Volunteers

Care Packages & Gifts
Distributed

Funny 4 A Reason 13: Child Abuse Prevention
The Children’s Foundation of
America raised nearly $4,000
for children affected by abuse,
neglect and abandonment at this
year’s “Funny 4 A Reason” comedy
fundraiser at the world-famous
Ontario Improv on April 2.
Thank you to the Ontario Improv
for once again hosting the event
and to the comics for donating their
time and talents to this important
cause! Approximately 200 people
came together to support and raise
awareness for Child Abuse Prevention Month, which
takes place nationally each April.
Comics and guests wore blue and were provided with
Child Abuse Prevention Month clappers and stickers to
participate in the movement. For the first time at our
show, the audience was also given the opportunity to
engage in a raffle! The Ontario Improv provided the
opportunity to win tickets to the upcoming Arsenio
Hall show. There was also an opportunity to win a
Starbucks gift card, a Buca di Beppo gift basket and
more. Additionally, Rainforest Café provided coupons
for all our guests!
This year’s event headlined Michael “Batman”
Rhodes (Last Comic Standing) and also featured Vince

Royale (Attack of the Killer Donuts),
Ro DelleGrazie (Tru TV), Laniea
Dominguez (Comedy For Causes),
and Anthony Stone (I’m In Love
With The Tacos viral video).
Cher Ofstedahl got the opportunity
to present a whole stand-up set at
this year’s event and was an audience
favorite! In addition to her role at the
Children’s Foundation, Cher has also
worked in the music industry and as
a professional actress.
Nearly 700,000 children are the
victims of abuse annually in the United States. The
purpose of CFA’s “Funny 4 A Reason” is to bring hope
and support to trauma-affected children. Proceeds
from ticket purchases, raffle tickets and other donations
directly benefit foster youth in San Bernardino and Los
Angeles counties.
“What we’re trying to do is give these children
something to smile about, and you can do your part by
buying those tickets,” said headliner Michael Rhodes.
Laniea Dominguez, who was our show opener said,
“We’re here to help foster youth. They always end up
getting the short end of the stick, so we’re here to make
that stick longer. We’re just going to do great things for
this cause.”

Trinity Classic: Let the Good Times Roll

O

n September 30, 2019, 120 golfers gathered for
this year’s Trinity Classic Golf Tournament and
Fundraiser presented by HUB International. The
Children’s Foundation of America raised $130,000 at
this year’s event thanks to teams including TNN, Image
Source, Sysco, Kaiser Permanente, Sun Life Financial,
AMC Solutions, Wells Fargo, VMA, PAASE, Integrity
Tech, American Financial Inc., Enterprise, Engrave
N’ Embroider Things, and Mountain View Chevrolet
all participated in the tournament held at South
Hills Country Club in West Covina, CA. Special guests
included retired NFL and MLB players as well as radio
personalities.
This year’s theme, “Mardi Golf,” really let the good
times roll! Golfers started their day off right with the
help of our food sponsors. Guests were provided a
boxed lunch by The Quarter Creole Restaurant, which
contained a Muffuletta sandwich, pasta salad, and
the most delicious bread pudding. Additionally, In-NOut provided their food truck serving up their classic
burgers. Live music provided by Dennis G & the Zydeco
Riderz set the ambiance for a New Orleans style lunch.
During the putting contest, we brought the bayou to
us with an alligator head golf hole, which we turned
into a trophy for the awards banquet.
TNN sponsored the Helicopter Golf Ball Drop with
a chance for participates to win $100,000! Everyone
gathered with anticipation as they waited for the
Continued on next page
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golf ball drop. With much surprise, our retiring Chief
Executive Officer, John Neiuber, was the lucky winner
and donated half of his winnings back to the Foundation!
Noon was the shotgun start to the tournament.
BackSwing Golf provided our golf challenge and
Mountain View Chevrolet provided this year’s Hole-inOne Car, giving participates the opportunity to win a
Chevy Blazer, although no-one achieved that feat this
year. Our French Quarter Tastings throughout the golf
course were provided by Vom Fass, Starbucks, Buca di
Beppo, J&J Fresh Southern Style Soul food, Mommie
Helen’s, Last Name Brewing, Gumbo Girls, Sazerac Co.,
Nothing Bundt Cake, Miya’s Sweets, and Lovo Cigars.
At the Halfway House, Citrus Grove Distillers served
up Hurricanes in commemorative cups while Old School
104.7 spun classic jams. As the golfers completed the
tournament, they made their way to the Club House for
a scrumptious Cajun buffet including salad, blackened
chicken, jambalaya, crab cakes, red beans and rice,
collards greens with bacon, cornbread with butter
and honey, bread pudding, coffee and tea. Our guest
list increased to 200 at dinner and entertainment was
provided by the Amanda Castro Band.
Throughout the day, participants had the opportunity
to win the title of Mardi Gras King or Queen, by
contributing for the most raffle tickets. Trinity
Youth Services board member Valerie Martinez was

crowned our Mardi Gras Queen and, as her reward,
she was given a crown, chalice, a box of pralines and
a platter of beignets for her table to enjoy.
After dinner, Director of Development, Jenelle Phillips,
thanked our sponsors particularly our presenting
sponsor, HUB International. CEO, Cher Ofstedahl,
presented our Shopping by Chance opportunity
drawing and Claremont City Council Member, Jed
Leano, conducted the live auction. We collected nearly
$40,000 worth of prizes generously donated by our
supporters. Prizes ranged from tickets to sports events,
airfare, private yoga classes, tickets to amusement
parks, museum passes, The Diamond Center Gift
certificate, spirits tastings, gift cards and much more.
The banquet concluded in our tournament awards.
VMA took third place, Image Source took second place,
and HUB International won first place!
Whether a big winner or not, our guests supported
the foundation in ways that will benefit children in
foster care and residential programs at Trinity Youth
Services. That certainly makes a winner in our hearts.
We thank everyone for their contributions to this year’s
Trinity Classic Golf Tournament and Fundraiser. It is
an honor to be able to support children in need and
we could not have done it without the special help of
all our generous and thoughtful sponsors, volunteers,
business partners, and individual supporters. Thank
you for being the difference.

IMPACT

T

he Children's Foundation of America conducts
several campaigns a year to collect care items
for children in need and in 2019, we were able
to serve 24 children's organizations.
In our Warm & Fuzzy February campaign, volunteers
came together to create handmade comforts for youth.
This year volunteers made colorful fleece scarves with
fringe. We also collected other things for care packages
including books, plush animals, pajamas, socks and
handmade cards of encouragement. In all, we distributed
254 "Warm & Fuzzy" care packages to foster youth.
In the spring, our volunteers compiled 475 springtime
baskets filled with goodies, candy and toys for children
in need. With the partnership of the community, we
collected 215 backpacks and school supplies for youth
at multiple foster care agencies.
During our Holiday Heroes campaign, we provided
toys for 2,067 children in shelters, crisis centers and
other out-of-home placement for Christmas.
If you are interested in getting involved, call our office
at 800.KIDS.730 or email volunteer@trinityys.org, or
donations@trinityys.org.

Volunteer Impact in 2019

252 58
Individual
Volunteers

Multiple Event
Volunteers

1,712 45
Volunteer
Hours

Volunteer
Opportunities

Annual "Valenteer"Party & Recognition

T

he aid of our amazing volunteers makes the work
we do for children in need possible. To show
our appreciation, the Foundation hosted our
third annual “Valenteer” Party on February 23, 2019
to highlight the achievements of our volunteers and
award those who stood out as invaluable members of
the community.
Volunteers were treated to a variety of food, from
cookies and cupcakes to chips and sandwiches. All of
this thanks to our generous donors Stater Bros., Von’s,
Espiau’s, I Like Pie Bakeshop, Trader Joe’s and Super King.
Attendees were given raffle tickets to win a variety of
prizes, ranging from free tickets to our annual Funny 4 a
Reason comedy show to Jamba Juice and 21 Choices gift
cards. Additional raffle tickets were given for donating
to our Birthday in a Bag campaign, which collected $250
worth of birthday items for foster youth. Award-winning
volunteer, Vicki Rensch, donated 6 birthday bags and won
a Starbucks gift card and a Palm Desert Jeep Tour voucher!
We also had an activity board where volunteers
described their favorite part of volunteering. Volunteer
Chrissy Cruz wrote, “My heart is happiest when I’m able
to help others in need. I’m so thankful for the Children’s
Foundation and the beautiful work they do!”

Holiday Heroes Campaign Supports 2,000 Children!

T

he Children’s Foundation of America left 2019
strong, serving 2,067 children in need during our
Holiday Heroes campaign. Children varying from
foster care, residential therapeutic programs, shelters,
under-served community centers, or identified by
school districts as in need, were supported through
14 organizations.
“The holidays are a complex time for foster children.
The season can be painful as they remember the family
and friends they are apart from,” said A Greater Hope
Director of Development, Amanda Bell. “Your support
made them rejoice, laugh, smile and even sing, leaving
them with memories to last a lifetime.”
This year, we were helped by 272 volunteers, who
spent a total of 875.25 hours of their time wrapping gifts
at our mall fundraiser, prepping for our campaign, and
distributing gifts at the warehouse. We were so grateful
to businesses and service groups like Lion’s Heart, Wells
Fargo and DoubleTree by Hilton for forming teams filling
full days of shifts! Sysco generously provided snacks
and bottled water for all of our volunteers.
With the help of our amazing gift drive locations,
we were able to collect nearly $60,000 worth of toys
and gifts for displaced youth. One special donor, who
wishes to remain anonymous, provided Footlocker gift
cards for each of the foster teens on our list to pick out
new shoes for Christmas. This was a big request among

the age group this year and we were so happy to have
a partner to fulfill this need! Special recognition goes
to Jorge Merlos of Integrity Home Finance, Dr. Robert
Rosas of Ahava Chiropractic, and Kevin Mink of Image
Source USA for going above and beyond to advocate
for children in need and encouraging others to join
them in being the difference.
The success of this year’s campaign would not have
been possible without the help of our volunteers, gift
drive locations, sponsors and donors. All funds raised
during the campaign were used to provide the kids with
holiday festivities and will be used to provide support
to children in need for the year to come. Thank you to
everyone who helped to bring hope and joy to children
who need it most.

W

e are greatly appreciative to Montclair
Place for once again hosting us at their mall
to conduct our Holiday Heroes Gift Wrap
Station and Fundraiser. This year, we raised over
$5,000 in gift wrapping donations! Thank you to the
amazing Montclair Place management and marketing
team as well as our wonderful neighboring businesses
who supported our cause through the holidays.
Thank you also to all of our incredible volunteers and
all those who supported by having us wrap their gifts.
When open, giving hearts and selfless, helping hands
come together, there is no challenge too great!

COMMUNITY

E

ach year, the West End Real Estate Professionals
(WEREP) host “Taco ‘Bout a Party,” a fundraiser
supporting a worthy cause. The West End Real Estate
Professionals is a group of local Realtors and Affiliates that
meet weekly for real estate education, industry updates,
tech tips, and networking.
Jorge Merlos, of Integrity Home Finance, and his
committee work to make community charity events a
success for local causes. He coordinated with Chris and
Patricia at Rock & Brews in Rancho Cucamonga to host
this year’s fundraiser in correlation with the Cinco de
Mayo holiday.
Guests enjoying good food, music, dancing and raffles.
Combining ticket sales, a portion of proceeds from the
restaurant and raffle ticket sales, the fundraiser raised a
whopping $3,600 in support of children in foster care.
Rock & Brews donated an additional $915 from a
portion of food and drink sales from the evening. In the
history of their charitable giving, this donation is the
largest WEREP has presented and their most successful
charity event to date!

T

he Children's Foundation of America led this
year's Village Venture children's costume parade
in Claremont. In celebration of resource families,
we invited adoptive and foster children to carry our
banners in the parade.

L

os Angeles based, Philanthropy TBD also held a
fundraiser for the Children's Foundation with a comedy
and variety show raising $430 for children in need.

Gifts & Gratitude

A

heart-felt thank you to everyone who partnered with us in 2019 to Be the Difference for children in need.
The Children's Foundation of America would not be able to fulfill our mission without the support of the
numerous individuals, businesses and volunteers who contributed gifts of time, goods, services and donations.
If you are interested in sustaining donor, please call 800.KIDS.730 or email donations@trinityys.org.
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MISSION

Providing an opportunity for every person to help children heal, learn and thrive.

VISION

Our vision is that children who have experienced trauma, crisis or victimization will:
HEAL from their physical, emotional and psychological wounds
LEARN that they are not at fault, not to blame and not alone.
THRIVE through essential programs and services and surrounded by
the love of friends, family and community.

The Children's Foundation of America provides support to children, directly and
indirectly, through programs and agencies that provide foster care, adoption,
residential treatment and metal health services. Our Annual Report illustrates the
meaningful, measurable achievements that, together, volunteers and donors have
accomplished over the past year. Responsible, prudent stewardship of our donor's
funds and strict controls of our incoming and outgoing gifts, both monetary
and in-kind, are critical to our success. Please feel free to contact us with any questions
or comments you may have regarding this Annual Report.
Children's Foundation of America is a 501 (c)(3) charitable, public benefit organization.
The Foundation is overseen by a volunteer board of trustees and fully staffed by volunteers.
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