2021 Annual Report

Over 400,000 children each year are not able to live with their families as the result
of trauma due to abuse, neglect and abandonment. The needs of these children
are greater than public funding is able to provide. The Children's Foundation of
America identifies and accesses resources to support foster care, adoption, residential
treatment, mental health and community-based programs of the highest quality,
so that children in need or who have been the victims of trauma, abuse, neglect or
abandonment may lead healthy, productive lives.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
It has been another challenging year for all of us.
Not only for the Children’s Foundation of America but
also for the many children’s services organizations we
assist and most strikingly for the children cared for by
these wonderful organizations. With challenge comes
opportunity and I can’t begin to tell you how proud I am
of the great strides the Children’s Foundation has made
over the past year by seizing opportunities whenever
and wherever they appeared.
The Foundation took the opportunity to expand and
refine our social media presence. We needed to find new
and different ways to communicate with volunteers and
engage donors. The pandemic hindered our ability to
get out into the community where we do our best work,
but we knew the work itself could not be hindered.
Sharing the stories of the children we serve and of the
meaningful, lasting and significant impact we have on
their lives is the best way to showcase the Foundation’s
accomplishments. We know posts, blogs and videos will
never replace personal interaction. There is something
truly magical that passes between people when they
are able to see, hear and feel what we feel when we talk
about the truly joyful work we do. However, we do look
at this as a way to broaden our outreach and attract
even more attention to our mission.
The Foundation took the opportunity to forge new
alliances. We leveraged our existing partnerships to
bring in additional contributions and in-kind donations.
We found ways to connect with an even greater number
of child-serving organizations and provided them with
much-needed items such as masks, gloves and handsanitizers. We were able to provide holiday gifts to more
children than ever before.
The Foundation took the opportunity to keep kids
learning. As schools and colleges scrambled to find new
and innovative ways to deliver education, the Foundation
awarded $55,000 through scholarships, literacy awards
and grants for education-related expenses.
The Foundation took the opportunity to get back
on course with the Annual Trinity Classic. While still
following health and safety protocols, our golfers
enjoyed a great day of purposeful play and helped
raise $125,000!
A few of our amazing staff moved on this year to seek
their own new opportunities. It is always bittersweet
when good people move on. It is also enormously
gratifying when the experience they gained while with

us prepared them to do grand and glorious things. I am
grateful for the time they spent with us. The remaining
staff have risen to every occasion, finding creative and
innovative ways to do more with less. I continue to be
amazed at the sheer quantity of work conquered by
this small but mighty band of dedicated and devoted
volunteer staff and I am grateful and honored to work
alongside them.
As always, I am grateful for our gifted and passionate
board of trustees. They lead by example. They share
their experience and talents generously. They mentor
and guide us. They participate and celebrate with us
every step of the way.
I am forever grateful to each and every one of the
volunteers, donors and community partners who make
the work possible and joyful. Without you, there would
be no opportunity for the Foundation to flourish and
thrive even in challenging times.
There is a stanza of a poem by Amanda Gorman, our
nation’s newest (and youngest) Poet Laureate, which
has stayed with me since I first heard it, “There is always
light. If only we’re brave enough to see it. If only we’re
brave enough to be it.” I hope you enjoy reading our
annual report. It shows you how bright a light we can be
when we work together!
Shine bright!!!

CHER OFSTEDAHL

Chief Executive Officer
Children's Foundation of America
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COMMUNITY

To a child affected by abuse, neglect or abandonment,
small comforts mean the world to them.
This is why every year the Children’s Foundation
of America (CFA) holds our annual Warm and Fuzzy
February campaign to provide cozy comforts for foster
youth. This year, we were able to provide over 1,000
children with care items for winter!
Participants of the campaign donated cards, pajamas,
clothing, books, funds, and their time to make the
project a success. Through our various fundraisers, we
raised a total of $2,123 to contribute to the campaign.
Thanks to our amazing donors, CFA provided care
packages filled with books, stuffed animals, cookies
and winter wear or pajamas to 226 foster youth at
Trinity Youth Services. Foster teens living on residential
campuses received much-requested hoodies, which
they were very grateful for.
We were also able to provide 885 children at Citrus
Elementary School, Hannah’s Children’s Homes,

4

Children’s Advocacy Center, Foothill Family Shelter,
and RARCC with stuffed animals and warm clothing. In
total, we supported 1,111 children through the 2021
Warm and Fuzzy February campaign.
In addition to our traditional Warm and Fuzzy February
care packages, we were also able to purchase items
to compile 72 family night care packages for foster
families. Each family night pack included popcorn,
candy, soda, DVD, and board game or puzzle! Twelve
packs were also distributed to residential campuses for
the foster youth living there. They received snacks as
well as books to replenish their libraries.
In the Fall, CFA honored the Glinton-Holmes', a foster
family who had gone above and beyond for a two boys
and a little girl with special needs.
We sponsored the Children's Parade at Claremont's
Village Venture and asked this adorable family to lead
the precession. We were also able to purchase a much
needed therapy stander chair for their little girl. This
hot pink chair allows her to sit up straight and see the
world from her brothers prospective, in addition to
helping her strengthen and straighten her limbs.

CFA Supports 40 Families Displaced by Fire
A fire suddenly engulfed an Upland, CA apartment
building in May displacing several families whose
children attend Citrus Elementary School.
Because of their close proximity, the school was
evacuated during the fire and the Red Cross set up
a temporary evacuation site on the campus. The
Red Cross and Citrus Elementary School provided
help for the families including shelter and resources.
After recently receiving services from the Children’s

3,384
Children
Supported

Foundation of America during the holidays, Citrus
Elementary reached out to us for help.
Families affected by this tragedy lost nearly everything
they owned in a matter of minutes. CFA was able to
provide new toys to keep children occupied, shoes for
children who evacuated barefoot, clothing including
jackets to keep children warm, and toiletries like
shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, and deodorant
to help provide necessities while being sheltered.

Our Success in 2021

24

Organizations
Served

$55,500
Awarded in Scholarships
and Educational Grants

$382,676 $217,045
Monetary Donations Received

In-Kind Donations Received
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IMPACT

We held its fifth annual “Valenteer” Party virtually to
thank our devoted volunteers who joined us, even in a
pandemic, to be the difference for children in need. The
COVID-19 crisis changed everyday life for people across
the globe in 2020 and forced CFA to cancel in-person
volunteer events. This especially impacted those who
dedicate much of their time to volunteering, but out of
an abundance of caution and care for our volunteers,
we decided to make the tough decision to suspend inperson volunteer activities while COVID positivity rates
remained high.
In an effort to keep our volunteers engaged and active,
CFA began to host virtual volunteer opportunities. Over

the course of the year, our volunteers still managed to
serve 565 hours!
At this year’s “Valenteer” Party, trophies and plaques
were given to those who deserve special recognition in
their service as volunteers.
John and Vicki Rensch are our Volunteer Dynamic
Duo, accumulating the most volunteer hours as a duo
with a combined total of 30 hours. Jacqueline Legazcue
and Zayda Love are this year’s Action Heroes for their
incredible work in forming their own advocacy projects
and virtual events. Our Volunteer Superheros are
Karen Valente, who served 43 hours, and Gloria Guix,
who contributed 100 hours!
The virtual volunteer recognition ended with a special
video message from Senator Anthony Portantino,
thanking our volunteers for their incredible efforts for
children in foster care.

Volunteer Impact in 2021

101 26 1,958 40
Individual
Volunteers
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Reoccurring
Volunteers

Volunteer
Hours

Volunteer
Opportunities

Distributing Tools for Success

Going back to school was
undoubtedly unusual after more
than a year of distanced learning
and isolation. However, a school
campus is often a safe haven
for foster children and a place
of structure and consistency. In
July, the Children’s Foundation
of America partnered with local
agencies to provide backpacks
and school supplies required
for the success of 310 children
identified as in-need.
We kicked off the campaign by inviting donors
to participate in dropping off new supplies to our
warehouse or collection locations in the Claremont
Village. Alternatively, donors could purchase needed
items off our Amazon Wish List and ship directly to our
warehouse, or donate funds to purchase additional
supplies. We received hundreds of sets of supplies
as well as hundreds of dollars to the campaign.
Additionally, volunteers brought supplies to contribute
to the cause. We received enough supplies that we
were able to support four organizations.
Volunteers conducted a two-day school care package
distribution and also partnered with various local
Target locations to provide additional supplies to reach

our goal of supporting 300 children.
In August, 147 foster youth
were additionally provided
$2,800 worth of new shoes. The
Children’s Foundation of America
collaborated with She Stories and
Shoes 4 Grades, to identify the need
of shoes for foster youth and create
an event to meet those needs.
Both organizations are long-time
partners and extremely passionate,
dedicated, and committed to
helping kids thrive in school.
Foster families were invited to attend an event on
August 14, where Shoes 4 Grades and She Stories gifted
each foster youth new shoes. On the day of the event,
staff from Trinity Youth Services foster care, CFA, Shoes
4 Grades, and She Stories gathered to celebrate and
distribute shoes.
“This donation was overwhelmingly generous,” said
Laura Kassem, Trinity Youth Services Rancho Cucamonga
Foster Care Director. “The shoe selection was beautiful
and definitely sparked the interest of the youth as they
arrived to pick up their shoes. It was so heartwarming to
see the sparkle in the children’s eyes and the smile from
cheek to cheek as they were given their shoes or asked
to pick from the various size groups.”
7

Getting Back into the Swing of Things
The day started with coffee provided by Starbucks
and a putting contest on the green at beautiful Red Hill
Country Club in Rancho Cucamonga. On September
20, 2021 supporters of the Children’s Foundation of
America gathered for a day of purposeful play.
The outing was most welcome after a year of continued
lockdowns and closures in an effort to mitigate
exposure to COVID 19 in California. This year’s event
was more relaxed with the availability of a vaccine and
lifted restrictions. Our team, however, continued to be
cautious and kept all activities outdoors.
At 11 a.m., the exciting Helicopter Golf Ball Drop
sponsored by AMC Modern IT commenced. Two golf
balls landed in the hole giving us two winners for this
year’s contest: Kevin Mink and Sharon Nagel. Both
have committed to donating half back to the cause.
Kevin, who is also this year’s event chair, shared a
few words and introduced Ron Pue, representing
presenting sponsor, HUB International Insurance. The
two kicked off the tournament filled with wonderful
activities like golf challenges, tastings on the course,
and a chance to win a car sponsored by Glendora
Chevrolet.
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Sysco Riverside sponsored our swag bags filled with
snacks and other conveniences for a warm, summer
day, like baseball caps provided by Image Source.
After the tournament, guests were invited to an
awards reception with dinner provided by In-N-Out
Burger and live swing music by the Riverside Concert
Band. A big thank you to VMA Communications for
sponsoring the entertainment.
Next, we handed out trophies to our tournament
winners: Robert Woodman won our putting contest.
First place went to Willie Buchanon, Pete Shaw, William
Tucker, and Joseph Battaglia.

and the San Diego Hall of Champions.
Mr. Buchanon was a lot of fun and full of energy
auctioning off incredible packages like a Vegas trip and
tickets to upcoming Kings and Clippers games.
Through this fundraising event, the Children’s
Foundation of America raised $125,000 benefiting
children in need. These funds are essential in providing
support to thousands of trauma-affected children so
they may heal, learn, and thrive. From scholarships, to
Second place was Kevin Mink, Matthew Ringel, Chris a chance to participate in sports and school activities,
Starling, and Jordan Craft. Third place went to Sin Ku, as well as tools for therapy for children who have
Joseph Chan, Michael Ofstedahl, and Adam Russell.
experienced abuse, neglect, or abandonment.
We gave out raffle prizes and conducted a live
Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s
auction led by Willie Buchanon, a first-round draft event. Every purchase of raffle tickets and player
pick for the Green Bay Packers and 7th overall pick. packages makes a significant and lasting difference.
He later played for the San Diego Chargers, becoming Thank you also to our incredible volunteers for putting
a two-time Pro Bowl player. After finishing 11 years in on a truly fantastic event.
the NFL, he was named to the Packers Hall of Fame
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Providing a Happy Holiday to Thousands
of Displaced Children

In December, the Children’s Foundation of America
we held a Virtual Gala and Online Auction hosted
by CFA CEO, Cher Ofstedahl and featuring Hallmark
leading lady and foster care advocate, Jen Lilley. We
recognized Jen as our 2021 Love in Action Honoree and
she shared about why our cause is so important to her.
We also provided gifts to 2,175 displaced children
at 19 different organizations. Fifty participating
businesses, along with several individuals, collected
The Claremont Village Marketing Group encouraged
nearly $60,000 worth of toys and gifts for children in businesses of Claremont’s downtown district to
need this holiday season.
participate, contributing 20 locations to our overall total.
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partnership with Claremont Gallery, an artist market
held weekly in the Packing House atrium.
Funds raised were used to provide holiday festivities
for foster families and group homes. A drivethru experience was held where families received
gingerbread houses, pies, food, hot chocolate and
other festive giveaways, plus children got to visit
and take a photo with Santa. Holiday treat bags, gift
cards, magician and a Christmas dinner was provided
to youth in group homes. Funds also purchased gift
wrap for the toys distributed through our campaign
and purchased any additional gifts needed. Remaining
funds will continue to support these children’s wishes
Claremont Toyota hosted a toy drive and holiday and needs throughout the year, including scholarships,
fundraiser at their location. Montclair Place hosted grants and specific requests.
Twenty-five dedicated volunteers contributed a
a Giving Tree at their mall, Plume Ridge Bottle Shop
donated a toy for every gift set sold and various other combined total of 113 hours packing and distributing
businesses, schools and service groups contributed to gifts for children in foster care, group homes, shelters,
underserved school districts, crisis centers and more.
the campaign.
Though we were not able to host our gift wrapping What we were able to accomplish this year would not
fundraiser at the mall this year due to the continuing have been possible without the participation of our
pandemic, Lion’s Heart Service conducted a small gift generous community. Thank you so much for all you
wrapping booth at the Claremont Packing House in do for the children we serve.
11

CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE
Last year I wrote that “the measure of an organization
is not how well it does when everything is going well
but how well it does when it faces adversity.” Of
course, my thought was that 2020 was the year of the
pandemic and that 2021 would bring us back closer
to normalcy. Well, meet the past year same as the old
year, to riff on a song lyric.
So, in another year that was anything but normal,
the Children’s Foundation of America succeeded in
fulfilling its mission of “Providing an opportunity for
every person to help children heal, learn and thrive”
despite the pandemic. Congratulations to the CEO,
Cher Ofstedahl and Director of Development, Jenelle
Phillips, and their staff for rising to the occasion once
again and ensuring the mission was fulfilled.
In the U.S. over 400,000 children each year are not
able to live with their families due to the trauma
created by the abuse, neglect, and abandonment
they have experienced. Child abuse is best addressed
on the local level by organizations that help children
such as the Children’s Foundation of America, by
“Being the Difference” in one child’s life at a time.
2021 saw 3,384 children supported through
assistance programs of the Foundation. Twenty-four
organizations that serve children were supported by
the Foundation. Monetary and in-kind donations of
nearly $600,000 allowed the Foundation to exceed its
fundraising goal. The Foundation continued to award
$55,000 in scholarships to foster youth to attend
college or vocational programs.
Outreach efforts of the Volunteer Coordinator,
Briana Calderon, allowed the Foundation to engage
individuals who donated nearly 2,000 hours of
precious time through 40 volunteer opportunities.
Back-to-school supplies were provided to 310
children. During the 2021 Holiday Heroes gift drive,
the Foundation provided gifts to 2,175 displaced
children at 19 different organizations. And the
spectacular Annual Golf Tournament raised more
than $125,000!
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The Foundation is a good investment of charitable
dollars, because 80% of each dollar raised directly
benefits the children. That is an important number
when donors give to a charity. Donors want to give
to an organization knowing that their donation is
being responsibly stewarded for children and not
administratively heavy. That is why I am a donor to
the Foundation also.
The Children’s Foundation of America achieves its
mission and brings happiness and normalcy to the
lives of foster and at-risk children.
To our donors, sponsors, partners, and volunteers
who support the Foundation, I want to offer my
deepest thanks. If you have not become involved with
the Foundation, please join us and Be the Difference
in the lives of children who need your help the most.
Best regards,

JOHN NEIUBER

Chairman of the Board
Children's Foundation of America

Gifts & Gratitude

A

heart-felt thank you to everyone who partnered with us in 2021 to Be the Difference for children in need.
The Children's Foundation of America would not be able to fulfill our mission without the support of the
numerous individuals, businesses and volunteers who contributed gifts of time, goods, services and donations.
If you are interested in sustaining donor, please call 800.KIDS.730 or email donations@trinityys.org.
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MISSION

Providing an opportunity for every person to help children heal, learn and thrive.

VISION

Our vision is that children who have experienced trauma, crisis or victimization will:
HEAL from their physical, emotional and psychological wounds
LEARN that they are not at fault, not to blame and not alone.
THRIVE through essential programs and services and surrounded by
the love of friends, family and community.

The Children's Foundation of America provides support to children, directly and
indirectly, through programs and agencies that provide foster care, adoption,
residential treatment and mental health services. Our Annual Report illustrates the
meaningful, measurable achievements that, together, volunteers and donors have
accomplished over the past year. Responsible, prudent stewardship of our donor's
funds and strict controls of our incoming and outgoing gifts, both monetary
and in-kind, are critical to our success. Please feel free to contact us with any questions
or comments you may have regarding this Annual Report.
Children's Foundation of America is a 501 (c)(3) charitable, public benefit organization.
The Foundation is overseen by a volunteer board of trustees and fully staffed by volunteers.
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